
 

 

April 27, 2026 
 
 
 
C. Lowry Barnes, M.D., Chancellor 
Professor, Department of Orthopedics 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
 
RE: Advisory Opinion: 2026-02, Potential Conflict of Interest 
 Request Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann § 19-64-402 
 
Dear Chancellor Barnes:  
 
This letter is in response to your written request for an advisory opinion pursuant to Arkansas 
Code Annotated § 19-64-402, regarding a potential conflict of interest. Specifically, you have 
asked whether your appointment as Chancellor of the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences (UAMS) on February 5, 2026, conflicts with your concurrent work as a consultant for 
various orthopedic manufacturers. 
 
Our office has reviewed your inquiry based upon the information you provided, and in 
accordance with Advisory Opinion No. 2016-09 (attached), issued to you while serving as 
Professor and Chair of the Department of Orthopedic Surgery. In the current request and in 
additional information provided by the Office of International Compliance & Conflict of Interest, 
you stated that as Chancellor and Musculoskeletal Service Line Director, you continue to 
evaluate the medical soundness of orthopedic implants and surgical instruments. You also 
stated that you continue to provide consulting and research services to orthopedic companies, 
but that you receive no royalties or financial remuneration for any items used or purchased by 
UAMS. 
 
UAMS utilizes a Value Analysis Committee (VAC) for procurement decisions, of which you are 
not a voting member, and your external interests are monitored by the UAMS Institutional 
Conflict of Interest Committee. Further, you have affirmed that in cases where a surgical device 
is manufactured by an entity for which you provide consulting services, you will disclose this 
interest to the patient as part of the informed consent process. 
 
Based upon the facts you have disclosed, it is my opinion that no prohibited conflict of interest 
exists under Ark Code Ann. § 19-64-402. Consistent with the 2016 advisory opinion, state-
supported institutions of higher education are subject to additional standards under Ark. Code 
Ann. § 19-64-502(a)(1), which allows an institution of higher education to contract or 
subcontract with a person or firm in which an employee has a financial interest if the contract 
involved patents, copyrights, or other proprietary information in which the employee has rights 
or interests, as long as the contract is reviewed by the Governing Board of the institution in a 
public meeting. Compliance with this provision ensures it is not a violation of Ark. Code Ann. § 
19-64-402, a conflict of interest, or a breach of ethical standards.  



Your appointment to the role of Chancellor does not alter the underlying ethical framework 
established in Advisory Opinion No. 2016-09, as your role in the procurement process remains 
limited to clinical evaluation and recommendation. Because the final decision-making authority 
remains with the VAC, and not the Chancellor’s office, your involvement does not constitute 
direct or indirect participation in the “decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, …or in 
any other advisory capacity” under Ark. Code Ann. § 19-64-202(a)(2). Furthermore, since you 
receive no financial renumeration for items purchased by UAMS, your clinical “influence” is not 
exercised for personal financial gain, which is the primary threshold for a prohibited conflict 
under Ark. Code Ann. § 19-64-202(a)(1)(A)-(B).  
 
Consequently, your request for a written waiver under Ark. Code Ann. § 19-64-403 is not 
required, as there is not a conflict of interest or breach of ethical standards. If your financial 
relationship with these vendors changes to include renumeration for UAMS purchases, or if your 
role in the procurement process moves beyond those as stated, you must request a new 
advisory opinion pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 19-64-402. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Leslie Fisken, Secretary 
Arkansas Department of Shared Administrative Services 
 
Enclosure: Advisory Opinion No. 2016-09 
  





 
 


